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Bill Powell and Ochan Kusuma-Powell
have combined to write another book about
learning. This time the focus is on the
relationship between a teacher’s emotional
intelligence (EQ) and the impact this can
have on student learning. This is a skillfully
crafted book that provides educators with
the combination of a delightful read and a
markedly useful resource.

Becoming an Emotionally Intelligent Teacher
is built on two premises: first, that teachers
who have strong emotional intelligence
support more effective and efficient student
learning than those with only limited
emotional intelligence; second, although
some people seem to be born with excellent
interpersonal skills and others not,
emotional intelligence is malleable and can
be developed.

The authors verify these assertions with
ample support and example. They stress
congruence between self-awareness and
enhanced behaviors, both verbal and non-
verbal, which can engage students in more
effective and efficient learning.

I applaud Bill and Ochan for taking on
the challenge of emotional intelligence. EQ
is a topic open to controversy, in part
because of its association with intelligence
quotients, but also because of the difficulty
measuring EQ. Bill and Ochan address the
misconception that people have, that a
duality exists between the intellect and the
emotions. Using Daniel Golman’s (1995)
five components of emotional intelligence,
they examine how teachers can develop EQ
and use it to enhance both learning and the
experience of learning.

Chapter by chapter they discuss theoretical aspects of
emotional intelligence and align them to touching,
often-humorous stories. Of particular interest to those
who work in professional development, each chapter
also includes activities and exercises that can be used to
facilitate teacher training.

Their suggestions are drawn from relentless reading
and research, and include the work of Costa and

Becoming an Emotionally
Intelligent Teacher
by Ochan and William Powell 
Published by Corwin
ISBN 978-1-4129-7974-0

Garmston Cognitive Coaching: A Foundation for
Renaissance Schools (2002). Their suggestions for
professional development are targeted at heightening
emotional intelligence. However, it is arguable that the
opportunities they suggest for growth are transferrable
beyond this to: building leadership capacity; improving
relationships; as well as supporting effective and efficient
student learning. Continued overleaf
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Take the proven 
path to success 
Transforming learning through technology.
It’s a journey. 
One with incredible rewards. 
Like improved student achievement and accelerated ROI.

Choosing the right path is vital. That’s why educators choose SMART. 

Implementing classroom technology can be the start of an inspiring journey, 
and like any venture worth its while, it takes a concerted effort to ensure your 
path leads to success. It’s about more than hardware and software. It’s about 
commitment every step of the way, from installation to inspiration. It’s the 
reason SMART solutions start with integrated, easy-to-use products and then 
go further – with professional development, classroom content, a community 
of peers and the support you need to stay the course. And it’s why educators 
around the world have been taking the SMART path to success for more than 
20 years. 

Ensuring your investment in technology and in your reputation is sometimes 
challenging. But it’s a challenge SMART has helped educators meet consistently 
with comprehensive solutions proven to work by millions of students and 
teachers. 

The SMART path leads to engaged students, re-energized teachers and an 
ROI that’s truly gratifying. And it can lead to your success.

Take the first step at www.smarttech.com/success.

© 2010 SMART Technologies. All rights reserved. The SMART logo, all SMART taglines and smarttech are trademarks or 

registered trademarks of SMART Technologies in the U.S. and/or other countries.
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Aspects of their book are based on their vast personal
experience and perceptive reflection. Bill and Ochan
invite the reader into poignant episodes of their
experiences as international educators. They lead the
reader through Africa and Asia narrating accounts of
real people and real issues. Fortunately they don’t leave
the reader dangling. They offer concrete suggestions as
to how these and similar situations can be positively
addressed using emotionally intelligent decision-
making.

is Autumn 2010Spring

For the past 30 years Bill Powell and Ochan Kusuma-
Powell have served as international school educators in
the US, Saudi Arabia, Tanzania, Indonesia and
Malaysia. They are deep thinkers, kind, conscientious,
and the most assiduous scholars and practitioners. Their
book reflects these personal attributes and is highly
recommended as both a resource and a manual of good
practice.

Naomi Alemán is director of curriculum and professional
development at the International School of Kuala Lumpur.

Over the past century education was personified by the
three Rs: Reading, wRiting and aRithmetic. In The
Edutainer, Brad Johnson and Tammy Maxson McElroy
modernize the concept of 21st century education and
redefine the three Rs to mean Relevance, Responsibility
and Relationships. 

Both experienced and passionate educators, the
authors cleverly and creatively demonstrate how
educators and entertainers draw upon the same set of
skills and characteristics. Dubbed as ‘edutainers’,
teachers in the 21st century are called upon to make
learning engaging, relevant and connected for the
ultimate performance within the real world. By sharing
a range of ideas and strategies, this book offers pages of
useful tips and heart-warming stories that remind
teachers why they joined the field of education.

Edutainers are challenged to motivate and inspire
students, just as an actor on stage is trying to capture the
attention of the audience. Making learning relevant and
creating connection with and for students are two core
tenets that are crucial in ensuring a successful learning
environment. Another critical factor is helping students
to take responsibility for their own learning. 

In our fast-paced internet-driven world, the authors
maintain the issue nowadays is not lack of information
but lack of motivation. In an age of technological
advancements where easy access and quick fixes are the
norm, children are driven by a sense of entitlement
rather than a need for achievement. 

An edutainer sets high and clear standards for what is
expected and acceptable. By ensuring that learning is
well planned, carefully organised and well managed, the
learning becomes an experience that the students want
to repeat rather than just get through. This must be done
by creating relationships built with care, respect and a
genuine belief in the students. While these ideas make

sense to a lot of educators today, its message cannot be
repeated enough, to ensure that it is norm and not the
exception.

Entertainment, technology and media have come so
far in the last 20 years. Brad and Tammy advocate that
it’s time for education to catch up, and rightly so! Indeed
edutainers are challenged to make the classroom of the

The Edutainer
by Brad Johnson and Tammy Maxson McElroy
Published by Rowman & Littlefield Education
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21st century a unique place where teachers can and
should connect to their students by using humor, live
experiences and relevant technology. 

The edutainer’s ultimate concern lies less in whether
students are entertained and more in making sure there
is inspiration and commitment long after the last lesson
has been concluded. The Edutainer says that ‘teaching
means leaving a piece of yourself in the development of
another.’ The difference between an entertainer and
edutainer is that the piece left by the teacher has
unlimited potential for future opportunities.

In a culturally diverse world of students, the edutainer
must come to grips with the understanding that
education can no longer be an isolated profession. As in
a successful performance, it is a team effort that involves
a cast of characters, each contributing to the final
product. The well-versed edutainer understands this and
seeks to utilise the strengths of the entire cast and crew.
I wholeheartedly agree that focused collaboration and
collegiality are key components to ensuring that success
comes to all students. 

Brad and Tammy’s insights include many reminders
and examples of what good practice should look like
before, during and after the students have come to class.
Much like preparing for a successful performance,
edutainers sit in the role of the director’s chair to
carefully orchestrate each segment. Ultimately though,

it is the students who play the leading role in this
performance and consequently can and must take
responsibility for their learning. 

The Edutainer shares practical tips and resources for
the novice teacher as well as being an excellent
reminder to the veteran teacher on how to bridge the
gap between education and the real world by using
strategies that are relevant, reliable and sustainable. As
a teacher, the advice and ideas serve as a useful
organisational guide of ‘how to’. As a Principal, I found
myself nodding in agreement and feeling hope that the
edutainers of the world will continue to make a
difference. Ultimately, I found this book a wonderful
tool to reflect on current practice and plan for future
innovations. 

This book is a tribute to all edutainers, past, present
and future, who continue to enrich the lives of our
students. It serves as an inspiration and challenge for
teachers to strive for the standing ovation that
ultimately hooks the students as lifelong learners. As an
educator and parent, I can only hope that the future will
be filled with more dedicated edutainers who are
committed to helping students make sense of an ever-
changing world. 

Ji Han is Principal of Zurich International School.

Third Culture Kids -
The Children of Educators in

International Schools

Dr Ettie Zilber

The concept of the Third Culture Kids (TCKs), children who follow
their globetrotting parents around the world, is not a new one and 

has been widely studied. However, there is one specific group of TCKs
who have, until now, been largely ignored – EdKids, the

children of international school educators.

In this brand new work, Dr Ettie Zilber brings together all the 
material she has collected over many years of research on this unique

group and allows them to voice their own opinions, feelings and 
stories for the first time.

Price: £14.95 per copy + £3 p&p

Order from John Catt Educational Ltd
12 Deben Mill Business Centre, Old Maltings Approach, 

Melton, Woodbridge IP12 1BL
Telephone: +44 (0) 1394 389850  Email: booksales@johncatt.com

www.johncattbookshop.com
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Those Who Follow

There are those who follow and those who lead,
There are those who jump like the golden steed,
There are those who follow and those who tread,
There are those whose blood is pure and red,
There are those who follow and those who must,
There are those whose hearts are full of trust,

There are those who love, and those who hate,
There are those who soon must learn their fate.

All those people are you,
Because all those people are what you do.

Maren Beall, Year 4
Frankfurt International School, Germany.

Edited by Simon Davidson & Steven Carber
with an afterword by Dennison J MacKinnon

The International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme stands in a
proud tradition of reflective educators incorporating best practice into
international schools. For the PYP to maintain relevance in education
today, inquiry has to be rethought, refreshed and reapplied. Taking the

PYP Forward does exactly that.

Raising many questions and recognising the new challenges facing
educators, this collaborative work brings together voices from both

within and outside of the PYP. Intending to broaden our view of inquiry
and circulate fresh thinking about the relevance of the PYP for all areas of

learning, this is an essential contribution.

Price: £14.95 per copy + £3 p&p

Order from John Catt Educational Ltd
12 Deben Mill Business Centre, Old Maltings Approach, 

Melton, Woodbridge IP12 1BL
Telephone: +44 (0) 1394 389850  Email: booksales@johncatt.com

www.johncattbookshop.com

Taking the 
PYP Forward
The future of 
the IB Primary 
Years Programme

The Door

Barrier of freedom
Just me

Naked or tears
Alone and unseen

lock and key keep in me

shut out screaming
slam
end of fight

Sometimes lonely

but usually inviting
warm inside and cold out

protector from everything
shield

gives me control
to see or not to see
my door

Lily Angell, Year 10
Frankfurt International School, Germany.

and finally...

Send poems from students in your
school to the editor,

CarolineEllwood@ecis.org





Richmond, the American International 
University in London, is inviting entrants 
to its annual essay writing competition, 
with a first prize of a £6000 scholarship 
towards tuition fees for undergraduate 
study at Richmond. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK IT TAKES TO 
BECOME A LEADER OF THE FUTURE?

We want to know what you believe the secret of a successful 
leader to be.  Can you put together a compelling argument 
about the skills and expertise you should develop to become 
someone who can really make a difference, and how 
Richmond University can help you develop these?

ENTER THE RICHMOND ESSAY WRITING 
COMPETITION

Distil your thoughts into 1500-2000 words, and submit 
your essay to Richmond University by March 1st, 2011.  The 
winning entrant will receive a £6000 scholarship towards 
undergraduate study at Richmond. 

WIN A £6000 TUITION 
SCHOLARSHIP TO STUDY AT 
RICHMOND UNIVERSITY

What do you think it takes to become a leader 
of the future?
We want to know what you believe makes a successful leader. 
Can you put together a compelling argument about the skills 
and expertise you should develop to become a leader of the 
future and explain how Richmond University can help you 
develop these?

Enter the Richmond essay writing competition
In 1500-2000 words submit your essay to Richmond University 
by March 1st, 2011.  The winning entrant will receive a £6000* 
scholarship towards undergraduate study at Richmond.

*Students who pay their tuition fees in US dollars will receive an equivalent award in US dollars.

WIN A £6000 TUITION 
SCHOLARSHIP TO 
STUDY AT RICHMOND 
UNIVERSITY

Visit  www.richmond.ac.uk/ism
to submit your entry and learn more.

Richmond, the American International 
University in London, is inviting entrants 
for its annual essay writing competition. 
The first prize is a £6000* scholarship 
towards tuition fees for undergraduate 
study at Richmond.


